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There was no case of particular interest, and Sir Rufus's Parlia
mentary duties had been chiefly concerned with purely Wai
business in connection with the appointment of additional Law
Lords, though the Provisional Collection of Taxes Bill had also
made considerable demands upon his time.

An embarrassing situation for the Government had been
created by the decision in the case of Bowles v. the Bank of England
that collection of taxes merely authorized by resolution of the
House of Commons in anticipation of statutory sanction was
illegal, and the bill was required to overrule the courts and legalize
provisional collection in order to rescue the Inland Revenue
from chaos.

After a holiday at their favourite Marienbad, followed by a
first visit to Vienna and Semmering, Sir Rufus and his wife felt
better able to take up again their normal life which had been
almost in a state of suspension during the Marconi episode.

She had throughout displayed her customary fortitude, but
her unsparing efforts to keep him cheerful and confident had
imposed upon her an almost insupportable burden, and the
reaction after the strain and stress abated left them both exhausted
in body and mind. They had fought so hard to put a brave face
upon things that, when it was no longer necessary to keep up
appearances, they found that they had half-forgotten how to be
natural.

But adversity had only strengthened their mutual devotion
and trust, and, as soon as the distraction of new people and fresh
scenes had begun to heal his wounds, her health correspondingly
improved.

When he resumed work in October, he seemed largely restored
to his old vigour, though at times, as his thoughts turned back to
the past year, there would fall over his face a shadow that could
not be misunderstood.

As he led the procession of King's Counsel up the Central
Hall at the ceremony at the Law Courts which marked the opening
of the Michaelmas term he was loudly and continuously cheered
by the assembled members of the Bar and the public, and he came
back in radiant spirits. The acclamation was at the moment
especially welcome, for it had been for some months becoming
increasingly plain that Lord Alverstone was a dying man and
would certainly never be fit to resume his duties on the Bench.
Indeed, his resignation had been generally expected before the
Long Vacation, and it was fortunate for Sir Rufus that it had been
deferred, since he would have found himself in great difficulty in
accepting the Lord Chief Justiceship, even if it had been offered